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News

EEA enlargement brings nearly 100 Million Euros to Romania from Norway. On 29 March the European Commission, Romania, Bulgaria and the three EEA EFTA states Norway, Iceland and Lichtenstein signed agreed minutes from the EEA enlargement negotiations. In a press release Norway’s ambassador to Romania warmly welcomes the agreement reached. “The enlargement of the EEA will make Norway and Romania full partners in the EU Internal Market and will bring substantial financial benefits for Romania”, Ambassador Ulland said.

Romania will benefit from 98,5 million Euros (and Bulgaria 41,5 million) in Norwegian/EEA project support until April 2009. This substantial assistance for Romania’s sustainable development will be structured in two financial arrangements, an EEA financial mechanism where Norway and the two other EEA states have committed 50.5 million Euros for Romania, and a bilateral Norwegian Cooperation Programme with Romania of 48 million Euro.

“I believe these two financial instruments will create historic opportunities for cooperation and bilateral projects, and lead to a further increase in our business and trade relations. For the bilateral programme, focus will be on energy, the environment, quality assurance, and health. For the EEA Financial Mechanism, the priority sectors may include the environment, sustainable development, cultural heritage, human resources development, and health and child care. Actors from the private and public sectors, NGOs and the social partners can benefit from project support from the mechanisms. Norway and the EEA countries will have follow-up discussions with Romania on the details of the two financial arrangements shortly",

Ambassador Ulland pointed out in the press release.

The Embassy posts further information on the EEA arrangements on its web page www.norvegia.ro. Further information about the EEA Financial Mechanism is also available at www.eeagrants.org. 
Romania’s president Traian Basescu on official visit to Norway in May. The President of Romania is expected to meet HM King Harald, the Prime Minister and other representatives of the Norwegian Government, the President of Parliament (Stortinget) and members of the Foreign Policy Committee. The President’s programme is envisaged to include a business and trade related visit to the Western part of Norway. 
Romania’s Minister Delegate for Trade Iuliu Winkler visited Norway 28-30 January. Minister Winkler met with several representatives of the Norwegian government. He also had a series of business and trade related meetings, including with Innovation Norway, Orkla Foods, Aker Yards and Statkraft. Mr. Winkler also gave a lecture at the FAFO conference on Romania and Bulgaria; “The Expansion of the EU – new member states.” Pictures from Mr. Winkler’s visit are available on the website of the Romanian Embassy in Oslo. Following Mr. Winkler’s visit, the Norwegian Confederation of Enterprise and Confederation of Trade Unions organized a visit to Romania to learn more about the country and the possibilities for co-operation. 
The director of the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs (NUPI) visited Bucharest on 1-2 March. In cooperation with the Romanian Diplomatic Institute and the Norwegian Embassy,  Mr. Sverre Lodgaard gave lectures on non-proliferation and energy security at the Diplomatic Institute and the University of Bucharest on 1-2 March. 
Nordic Police and Customs representative to Romania. Mr. Rune Fossedal, residing in Sofia, represents the police and customs authorities of the Nordic countries in Bulgaria and Romania. 

Business News

Aker ASA has sold its 40,1 % ownership in Aker Yards. 9,1 million shares worth 5,7 billion Euros have been sold. Mr. Leif-Arne Langøy is stepping down from his position as Chairman of the Board. Aker ASA decided to sell in order to free up managerial capacity and financial resources to develop other sectors of the company. A press release from Aker ASA is available here.
Aker Yards receives new orders in Romania. Aker in Tulcea and Braila still have their order books full. Media reports that Gulf offshore company has placed a 65 million Euro order for two new offshore vessels. It is also reported that Farstad shipping recently ordered 4 new high tech “anker handling” (for towing oil rigs) offshore vessels worth 100 mill. Euro. 
Follow up of a meeting focusing on maritime cooperation held in November. As a follow up to the report on Romanian-Norwegian business opportunities, elaborated by the Industrial Development Corporation of Norway (SIVA), a meeting between relevant Romanian and Norwegian actors was organised by the Norwegian Embassy on 27 November. One of the key purposes was to explore the interest for increasing the maritime cooperation within i.e. education/training, research & development, environment, staffing and safety and health aspects within the maritime sector. Among the participants were representatives from Aker Yards, the ship design company ICEPRONAV, Honorary Consul Lazar, director of the ship manning company Barklav, Møre and Romsdal County, SIVA, Norwegian Centre of Maritime Expertise, University of Galati, the Naval Academy in Constanta, and the Maritime University of Constanta. The answers from the questionnaire which was subsequently distributed to the parties are currently being analyzed by SIVA, and will form the basis for concrete proposals for follow up. A follow up meeting is planned to take place this spring.
Nordic companies IKEA and NOKIA invest heavily in Romania. Recently, the large Swedish furniture and lifestyle company IKEA opened its first store (235th worldwide) in Bucharest. Reports indicate an overwhelming interest from the customers. IKEA is planning on more shops in Romania. Simultaneously, Finnish mobile phone manufacturer NOKIA reports that it will make an initial investment of 60 million Euro in a mobile telephone factory and research centre in Cluj that will create around 500 jobs in 2007 (possibly 15.000 jobs within five years). Read more here.
Norwegian – Romanian bilateral trade increased six fold in seven years. From 1999 to 2006 the value of the total trade between Romania and Norway has increased from 54 million Euro to 307 million Euro. Last year, ships and hulls from Norwegian owned yards in Romania account for 57% of the import to Norway from Romania. Import of textiles account for 13%. The most important export products to Romania are metals, machines and equipment in connection to the shipyards. Fish and seafood accounted for 14% in 2006. Read more here (in Norwegian).
Culture & Events
Constitution day celebration in Bucharest 17 May. This year the official celebration of the Norwegian Constitution Day will be hosted by Ambassador Leif Arne Ulland and Mrs. Grete Ek Ulland, in their residence at 18.00 hrs. on 17 May. Romanian partners and collaborators will be invited together with all Norwegians who celebrate the Constitution Day in Romania. Please notify the Embassy at emb.bucharest@mfa.no if you would like to receive invitations. 

Grieg Year: Activities in Romania. The 100 years since the death of the renowned Norwegian composer Edvard Grieg will be marked by several events in Romania. The Embassy is currently working with partners on preparing a concert with the Norwegian pianist Geir Botnen and singer Arild Helleland in Sibiu, the “European Cultural Capital 2007”, on 16 October, and a concert with Botnen and the Radio Orchestra in Bucharest on 19 October. The Oslo Philharmonic Orchestra will perform at the Enescu festival in Bucharest on 8 and 9 September.
Christmas Bazaar 2006 a success thanks to donors. Generous donations of goods from the companies Orkla Foods, Lerøy Seafood, VinArte, J.A.G. textile products and financial contributions from Aker Tulcea, Aker Braila, BlomInfo-GeoNet, and the Embassy, secured a great success for the Norwegian stand, which alone collected around 3 000 Euro at the IWA Charity bazaar in Bucharest. The Norwegian Embassy cooperated with Nordic neighbours Finland, Sweden and Denmark at a common Nordic stand, that collected around 8 300 Euro for charity purposes. Read more here. 
Norwegian Military Tattoo Delegation visited Romania. The Norwegian Defence Attaché, Colonel Thor Arne Lysenstøen, hosted 14-16 March the Norwegian Inspector of Military Bands Commander Senior Grade (CSG) Arnstein Lund, former Chief of Norwegian Armed forces General (ret.) Arne Solli, General (ret.) Svein Hansen, and the Chief Executive producer of the Tattoo show, Military Band Inspector (ret) Colonel Christer O. Johannesen. The delegation was very impressed by the performance given by the Romanian Military Band, which is invited to participate in the prestigious Norwegian Military Tattoo show in 2008. Read more here.   

Romanian TV crew make travel programmes from Norway. The TV producer Mihai Miculescu has shot several travel programmes featuring the cities of Oslo, Bergen, Tromsø and the North of Norway, and the Norwegian Coastal Express. The programmes are aired on the Romanian TV channel B1. 
Please visit the Embassy’s web pages for more news and information - www.norvegia.ro. Comments are most welcome to emb.bucharest@mfa.no. 
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